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to do, but I want to repeat to you what I said in July to M,
Waddington, 'It is my desire to give you evidences of good-
will in questions which touch you and where there are no
German interests opposed to yours.' This is, in fact, only
right, for I appreciate the efforts which you and he have
made to cairn the feelings and restore security and confi-
dence between our two countries. ... I believe that the
French people, though they are now giving evidence of great
good sense, need satisfactions for their pride, and I desire
sincerely to see them obtain those which they can find in the
Mediterranean basin which is their natural sphere of expan-
sion. The more success they have in this direction, the
less they will be inclined to indulge against us the com-
plaints and sorrows whose legitimacy I will not discuss, but
the removal of which is not in our power,"6i
On later occasions Bismarck encouraged the French in
the same way to an extension of their colonial power in
other parts of Africa and in China. The recent publication
of his private memoranda leaves no doubt that he hoped
that, if France would turn her attention to colonial activi-
ties outside Europe, she would be more likely to forget
Alsace-Lorraine. In the Madrid Conference on the Morocco
question, he instructed the German representative to "go
hand in. hand with France who, because of her neighboring
Algerian possessions, has rightly founded interests in Mo-
rocco/' and for this attitude he received the genuine thanks
of the French Ambassador,62 In his instructions for the
German Ambassador at Paris on July 16, 1881, he wrote:
"There is a wide field in the Mediterranean in which we
can leave to the French a wholly free hand. It is not out
of the question to hope that French policy in the end will
come to see that a friendly German Empire with 45,000,000
inhabitants is more desirable and a stronger figure among
«* St. Vallier to Waddington, Jan, 5,1879; Bourgeois et Pagfes, p, 365 '
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